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Although several universities now have courses on biochemical pharmacology and many scientists now specialize in the subject, no standard textbook on biochemical pharmacology is available. The authors of this book have set out to fill this gap, and it is stated in the preface that they believe this volume would be a most suitable basic textbook for a department of pharmacology in a faculty of science. The book, which is mainly European in authorship, is, therefore, ambitious in that it covers a very wide range of subjects including physicochemical, histological and physiological methods, biochemistry and cell structure, pharmacology and drug metabolism. The result is that in a book of only some 660 pages the presentation is unbalanced, some articles being too short and superficial to provide anything to stimulate the interest of the reader, while others, although useful as a summary for the specialist, contain insufficient detail for the student, In the fifty chapters in this book only fourteen exceed 15 pages in length; most of these latter contributions are, however, well worth reading in that the subject-matter is extremely well presented and can be recommended even to those who claim experience in the field. Every chapter has a bibliography of selected readings which would be extremely useful to the reader who wishes to further his knowledge of a particular subject. The first two chapters deal with anatomy, physiology and pathology, and are basically the same as those which made the 1961 publication so outstanding. After a chapter on diagnosis come five chapters describing dermatology from the point of view of regional distribution. Starting from the feet and lower legs we travel, via the hands and forearms, to the head and neck and then, returning down the trunk, finally come to rest in the anogenital region. This approach to the classification of skin disease has always seemed to me to waste an opportunity to utilize the first glimmerings of a wider etiological and pathological understanding which is now beginning to appear. It may also lead, as in the present instance, to some repetition in the following 15 chapters, which are arranged on the traditional basis of etiology and pathology. Nevertheless, it is obviously helpful for a harassed 'non-dermatologic' physician faced by a really undiagnosable eruption and it is to serve this need that the book is primarily written.
The text is to the point, easy to read, and lavishly illustrated, mainly in colour. The paper, print and index are of a high standard. As was to be expected, Professor Pillsbury has not let his stable down. has published a number of applied seminars covering various aspects of laboratory medicine. The present volume describes the laboratory diagnosis of liver disease. The many topics covered are largely biochemical ones. They include the diagnosis of glycogen storage disease, the value of the isoenzymes of phosphatase and lactic acid dehydrogenase and the measurement of porphyrins. Broader topics include the ultrastructure of the human liver in health and disease and the hepatic vasculature. The book suffers from the date of publication, namely 1968, when immunological tests were hardly thought about. Thus there is no reference to
